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3 In a LETTER to a Fric 


C 72 
8 Prophets, 3 
55 I expected that ſome 0 
N I was their Enemy, becauſe I told. 5 


them the Truth: But were they ever ſo ang 
| Would be my ſatisfaction, that I have ſincere 
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dieavour d to do ſervice to our Common & 3 
55 efore I can eaſily bear all — of 
; Had I run into any Mill act, 
an better Information have * very. © 

5 3 or could they pri 
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Sir R. Bulkeley's Remarks on the 


„ 


much Pains, in Defence of a Cauſe that ſo little 
deſerves it: But am thankful for his Endeavcurs to 
make me ſenſible of my Faults, which J think I 
ſo far know myſelf, as to be ſafely able to ſay, I 
am deſirous to mend: And ſince it is your deſire I 
ſhould give you an Account how far I am. im- 
prov'd under his Diſcipline, I readily comply; and 
leave it to you, either to Conceal or Communicate 
it, as you ſee Cauſe. 

He is much concern d, Pag. 25. at my leſing my 
Time and Labour. Tis very Compaſſionate to have 
ſo much regard to one to whom he is ſo much a 


1 


Stranger. Tm ſorry he ſhould have ſo much 
reaſon in this reſpect, to be concern d on my Ac 
Count: For I muſt own that J have often Jof my. 
Time and Labour: And that J am ſo unhappy as *. 
to do it till, whenſoever I ſearch the Scriptures 
for any Certain Intimation, that GO D would give 
forth Inſpiration, for the general uſe of the Church, 4. 
ter the Death of the Apoſtles. Nay, I have loft my 
Time and - Labour in turning over thoſe Sheets 
which he has given me a promiſe ſhould put me in 
mind of ſeveral Paſſages of Scripture that would fair-. 
ly bear that Senſe. 1 profeſs 1 cannot find them. 
And whether, it be taro' my Neglect either in Read- 
ing them, or Obſervaticy en them, I cannot well 
tell; but if it be chargeable upon either I am 
equally unhappy, becauſe my End is not anſwer'd, 


alter he had rais d my Expectation. | 
HFad I usd more Diligence in reading Hiſtory, and 
allow'd more time for it, I am ſenſible it might 
have been the better for me: But I think if my 
Memory does not extreamly fail me, I have read. 


ol ſome ſuch Stories 2s he fo kindly puts me in 


mind of, concerning Pafias, Quadratus, Ireneur, 


and the Legio Fulminea, or Fulminatrix, (upon. 
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Caveat againſt New Prophets Conſider d. 3% 


which you know our Maſter Witſia has a Learned 
Diſſertation) and ſeveral other particular Inſtances 
of Inſpiration, or Miracles, in the three firſt Centu- 7 
ries; but I am not ſenſible that they were foretold 
in Scripture, or that they were for the General 
Uſe of the Church. And ſome Stories of that 
kind that are reported, I take to be of dubious 
Credit, as appears from the Objections of the 
Criticks againſt them. But ſuppoſe it be ow d 
that there were ſome few Remains of Inſpiration 
after the Death of the Apoſtles, which I no more 
deny d than I did that there may be a little Light 
remaining in our Hemiſphere, after the ſetting of 
the Sun, yet am I ſo weak ſighted that I cannot 
diſcern the Force of an Argument drawn from 
thence, for the Revival of Inſpiration for the General 
_ Uſe Ag Church, which is the only thing. I ſpake 
ggainſt. . Ou. Ee 5 . 
13 the next Page, I fall under his Diſpleaſure, pag. 26. 


for explaining all Fleſh in the Prophecy of Joel, of 

ſome of all Sorts and every Condition, which I muſt 
cConfeſs I take to be very juſtifiable. Dr. Lightfoot 
gives this as the Reaſon for that Explication. He 
ſays twas an Axiome in the Jewiſh Schools, That 
tbe Divine Majeſty dwelt not on any, out of the Land ß 
Iſrael. Now it was declar'd by the Prophet, that 
the Spirit ſhould be pour'd forth upon all Fleſh, to 
intimate that there ſhould be no Confinement of 
that nature. Other Reaſons may be ſeen in Dr. 
Pocock on Foel, by ſuch as will take the pains to 
conſult him. However, Pm far from thinking 
that Forty Fews and Forty Heathens Converted, max 4 
| ſtand for a completion of the Prophecy, Which is to be 
extended to all the Glorious Fruits of the Pentecof# -* ' ü 
Effuſion, © numerous 8 that *  _ $I. 
aim d to Chriſtianity, by the Miniſtry of tha 
"TR 5 Apoſtles. 3 = 
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Fa Sir R. Bulkeley's Remarks on the | 
+” Apoſtles. But certainly there muſt be a difference } ' 
between the two Sayings, I will pour out my Spi- 6 


Tit upon all Fleſh; and All Fleſh is Graſs. The one 
t cannot intend, ſo unlimited an Univerfality as the 
E other. I won't indeed ſay, That there is any one 


* 4 


= Perſon of all Fleſh that is not Graſs, and yet think 
there have been many that have been Members of 
1 the Church ſince the Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, 
| who never had the Spirit pour'd forth upon them, 


tho they come within the compaſs of all Fleſh in 
= his Sens I doubt ſuch a Piece of Criticiſm as 
this upon all Fleſh would have been reckon'd tri- 
fling had it come from a Preacher: But I ſhan't 
| preſume to give it a name, when it drops from the 
„ö ͥ f , 8 . 
Pag. 27. When. Men are ty d to an Hypotheſis, to what poor | 
- ſhifts are they put to ſupport it? dir Richard cannot but 
| know whoſe Words they are. By way of Con- 
ment upon that Text, I'm charg'd with vreſting 
matters of Fatt, diminiſhing great Occurrences, and | 
magnifying ſmall ones, and confounding even Chrono- | 
logy. He might with as much caſe have ſaid that 
Dr. Lightfoot, and all our moiſt Celebrated Com- 
mentators, are in this reſpect guilty ; and he would 
have had equal Reaſon. For all the Ground is 
this; that as he ſays, I make the Effuſion of the Spi- 
rit on the Day of Pentecoſt, A. C. 34. to be the full 
accompliſhment of Joel's Prophecy; and yet take in the 
Deſeructien of Jerutalem, hich was Thirty fix Years | 
after, viz. A. C. 70. I muſt confeſs the Pentecoſt | 
Effuſion is with me no ſmall Occurrence; I think we 
have good reaſon ro magnife it, ſince St. Peter has 
« therein gone before us. We may very ſafely ſay, |} -. 
— tha: that began the Accompliſhment of the Pro- 
plhecy of Joel, ſince that Apoſtle directly aſſerts it: 
Baut that it was the full Accompliſhments of it, I omg gh 
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ther ſaid nor thought. The Effuſion of the Spirit 4 

on the Day of Pentecoſt, was not that great and no.. 

table Day of the Lord ; that was the time of the De- J 

ſtruction of Feraſalem, which was no ſmall Occur- 

rence neither; which I in ſo many Words declare 

(p. 15.) fell out within Forty Years of our Saviour s 

Reſurrect ion and Aſcenſion : which certainly was no 

Confounding Chronology. I do indeed ſay, Pag. 14. 

that St. Peter declares, That this Prophecy and Pro- 
wiſe as to be fully accompliſh'd in thoſe days in which 
he liv'd, but I expreſly take in Feru/alem's De- 
ſtruction as the full Accompliſhment of that Pro- 

phecy, which began to be accompliſh'd, on the 
day of Pentecoſt. And how this will bear ſo hea- 
vy a Charge, may deſerve Sir Richard's farther ex- 

7 plication in his next Part. For tho I agree with 
him, That ſhould GOD threaten to ſhower a Peſtilential "= 
Diſeaſe upon a whole Kingdom, if ſome few Families \'Y 
in @ Town ſhould be carry d off by ſome forc-running 
Drops of it, this could not be ſaid yo be a fulfilling his 

S Threatning : Yet might the fore-running Drops be 

ſaid to begin the accompliſhment of that Threat- 

ning which would be entirely fulfill d, when the 

whole Kingdom was deſtroy d. And after the ſame 

manner was the Pentecoſt Effution the beginning 

of the Accompliſhment of that Prophecy of Joel, 

which in the Deſtruction of Feruſalew was Com- 

CVT 5 Bs 

Im very free to Conſult the Grammar, or any O-Pag. 27. 

ther Book that is within my reach, that may help 

| to give this Gentleman ſatisfaction. I readily. a- 

2 * =; Word his in St. 8 les 7. - 
Foels Prophecy, refers tO the thr poken of, 
rather 5 2 time -[paken of gg Dio Ja- 
ware that I had the leaft hint to the Contra, 
ry. But I have not any one Grammar in my Stu- 


wa FL 7 = - ” 0 
; 5 [ V 0 = , - 
2 . 
MC C ves me an nie d O cad me 
1 2 | | 1 
| »,& » hs | | e 
* — 8 he : As... \ | . ' ” | n „ 
4. W " A | 43, HT, * 
. r tas cb. 9 . 1 . | —_—_— MO 9 
4 i s 5 N — we 7 1 F WEL. y 14 . E Y — A7 , FLY : OW +. * 52 2 
; 4 AY" 19 » 9 : * By F. . : 7 . 5 3 \ * * os l . a 1 
"© . 1 4 WI CO „ n | 
2 81 2 1 a F U 1 1 — x = 
| 4 0 mw - 2 * 1 i 3 £ . . * * 5 
Ls R k aL * 4 - . od Sx. bn P 6 4 —— — 
** a . 7 \ * __ 


+ Mat £ 


| . „. * 
— ——_— . 
, - 
1 


* 


Sir R. Bulkeley's Remarks on the 
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cds conclude, that tho the Pentecoft Effuſion was 
the thing ſpoken of, yet the time when that Effuſion 


happen d, with what thereupon follow'd, was not 


the time. ſpoken of. It muſt be ſome New Gram- 1 


mar that I have not yet been ſo happy as to hear 
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of, that muſt help me to underſtand, how that 


could be the thing, if this was not the time that the 


Prophecy intended. Till ſuch a Grammar be pro- 
duc d, and the Grounds it goes upon are conſider d, I 


think I muſt conclude, that he may as well ſeek for 
another thing to accompliſh Joel's Prophecy, as for 


another time, in which it was to be accompliſh'd. 


Im alſo bid to Go and Learn the Original Langua- 
ges of the Scripture a little better, which I'm tree to 


do; and will thank him for his help. Tis my de- 
fire to be improving in that Piece of moſt uſeful 
Learning to the Laſt. However, I have heard it 


ſaid (T need not quote my Author) that upon ſuppo- 


ſition this Caveat Writer had been ſo unhappy as 


not to underſtand the Critick or rather the Criticiſm 
of the Bible (which I muſt confeſs I ſhould be glad 
to be more compleat in) the Diſſenters in general 


might have been ſpar'd, with whom this Author 


ſeems not to have any great Acquaintance. Ar 


leaſt they might well enough have been paſt by 
in this Caſe, when ſo Learned a Church-man as 


Dr. Whithy was referrd to in the Margin, that I | 
might ſave my ſelf the Labour of Tranſcribing 
him upon Act, 3. 21. But whoſoever is guilty, it 
ſeems Oops muſt pay for it. However that you 


may fee J am far from being ſingular, in moving 
to have that Text rendred, the times of the Conſum- 


fritution of all things, T'll give you that Learned Do- 
or's Words. 5 „ 


That cheſe Words (ſays he upon tha 


— 


mation of all things, rather than the times of the Re- 


t Text) / 
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Cadeat againſt New Prophets Con ſider d. 3 4 


cannot be meant of a Reſtitution of all things to 


< their former State is certain: For ſure tis very 
*©-improver to ſay, there will be a Reſtitution of all 


things to their former State, which God hath ſpoken 
by the Mouth of all bis Prophets; for ſince theſe things 
relate to the fore-runner of our Lord, CHRIST's 
coming in the Fleſh, his Life, Death, Reſurrecti- 


on and Aſcenſion, the Preaching of the Goſpel to 


the Gentiles, and the Reign of Antichriſt,the calling 
of the Fews, and the coming in of the fulneſs 


of the Gentiles, theſe ng may very well be 
orm'd, 


{aid to be Exhibited, Per „ Accomplifh'd, 


and Conſummated; but I fee not with what 
Propriety or Truth they can be ſaid to be re- 
ſtor d to their former State, or be renew'd. And 
therefore de xe, Vannes dest gart, is by the 


Syriack rendred until the fulneſs of the time of all 


things; by the Arabick tili. the time in which all 
things ſhall be perfected or finiſhed ; by Tertullian, 

aduſque tempora . exhibitionis omnium; by Irænæus, 
uſque ad tempora diſpoſitionis omnium; that is, till 
the time of exhibition or diſpoſal of all things: 


By Oecumenius, till the time that all things do 
eie mere N, COME. to an End. And (ſays he) 


for the Confirmation of this Import of the 
Word, we have the ſuffrage of Heſycbizs and 


Phaverinus, that sms,! 15 * TN64w718, the Con- 
ſummation of a thing. Hence then (ſays he) 


J argue thus againſt the Doctrine of the Mille- 


naries; ſince CHRIST is to continue in 
Heaven till the Completion or Conſummati- 


on of all things ſpoken by the Holy Prophets, 


it the Millennium were any of them, CHRIST 


muſt continue in Heaven, till the Conſummati- 


on of that alſo ; and therefore is not to come 


: down from Heaven ro Reign on Earth. till the 
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8 Sir R. Bulkeley's Remarks on the | 


«© Millenium be ended: Nor can that be contem- 
= 


& porary with our LQR D's Second Coming , 
« which is from Heaven. FH 


Pw — 


firm d: And ſo dmg wiws 15 Oppos d to 


this, Polyb. Hiſt. Lib. 4. Settlement of a City, to 
Tumult. And to take up theſe two places where 


this Word is us'd in the New Teſtament, Mat. 
* 17. II. and here: Elias indeed ſhall firſt come, 


What? To their former State? Nay, that the 
be ſhall amend all things: That is true indeed, ſo 
© the Baptiſt did, but how will this place in hand 


* mending of all things, but of their ending? 
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that is Dr. Ligbifoos. 


x; rss iet mim: And ſhall reſtore all things : 


And how improper would either of theſe Senſes |} 

run in this Verſe, Till the reſtoring of all things || 
| to their former Eſtate, which God hath ſpoken by be 
Mouths of bis Prophets 2 Or till the amending | * 7 


Baptiſt did not, for he brought them into a | 
clean different Eſtate from their former. Or 


bear that Senſe, which ſpeaketh not of the 
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*© all things which God hath ſpoken by his Prophets? 
*© But clear and facil is that Senſe that is given, 
ce till the accompliſhment of all things that God hath 


© ſpoken by the Mouth of his Prophets. The things 


(c 


c which GOD had ſpoken by the Mouth of 
© his Prophets from the beginning of the World 


cc 


the Salvation of all his People ; his Conqueſt 


of the laſt Enemy Death ; the' Calling of the 


cc 


e the Senſe, Mark 9. 12. 


© Jews, the Fulneſs of the Gentiles, & c. And how 
© can theſe things be ſaid to be reſtor d or amended? 
© They may moſt fitly be ſaid to be accompliſh'd, 


9 


perfected, or performed: And ſo muſt the fame 


© Words be rendered of the Baprift, Elias truly 
cometh and accompliſheth all things that are Writ-" 
ten of him; and ſo muſt the Son of Man do all 


cc 


cc 


things that are Written of hi 


I leave Sir Richard to anſwer his own learned 


Difficulties upon theſe Foundations. But for fear 


he ſhould ſay, that theſe are Clergy Men, for 
whom he upon ſeveral Occaſions diſcovers no ve- 


ry profound Reſpect, I'll add; that Sir Norton 


Knatchbull, who wrote himſelf Knight and Baro- 


net, was of the ſame Mind, as appears by his An- 


Caſaubon and Grotius, whom I never yet heard 


notations. Nor is this Senſe peculiar to En- 
gliſhmen, as may be ſeen by ſuch as will conſult 


Charg'd with being defe&ive in Criticiſm. All 


which put together, whatever it may do as to 
this Gentleman, would to ſome in his Circumſtan- 
ces prove a Temptation to wiſh, either that thæy 


had dropt this Text, or inſulted leſs upon Occaſi- 


on of the mentioning it. 
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m, as Mark follows 


were, CHRIST's Victory over Satan in | 


J am next charg'd with a worſe than Mabome- pag 61: I 
Error, in Aſſerting the Paradifiacal State, the  } 


* = 


0 : Sir R. Bulkeley Remarks on the Vs, 8 


New Heavens and the New Earth, to be after the n 
Final Fudgment. But here a double Queſtion of- fc 
fers. The firſt is, Whether or no it be an Error? I f. 
and the ſecond, What ſort of Error? Whether worfe | 
then the ſenſual Millenarian, or Mahumetan, or 
any other Groſs Errors? To prove it a Truth, I 
pleaded 2 Per. 3. 13. And if it be there aſſerted, or 
if it may be juſtly thence inferr'd, I conceive tis no 
Error. - Now the Apoſtle in that Chapter very po- 
ſitively aſſerts that before the New Heavens and 
the New Earth were to appear, A Day of the 
LORD was to come, in which the Heavens ſhould 
| paſs away with a great Noiſe, and the Elements melt 
wvith fervent Heat, the Earth alſs and the Works that 
' are therein being burnt up, Ver. 10. And all tbeſe 
things were to be diſſolved, Ver. 11. And that. by 
2 Conflagration, Ver. 12. which it is intimated 
ſhould be as Univerſal as the Deluge in the Days 
of Noah, Ver. 5, 6. Now I muft confeſs I cannot 
ſee how the Apoftle could well have given a- more 
| bvely Deſcription of the attending Terrors of 
the Great Day of the Final Judgment. But here 
this Gentleman comes with his Difficulties, which 
will never prove this an Error, tho' I could not 
ſolve them, if it be but here aſſerted. He ſays 
then there muſt be 2 New Creation; which is not 
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Remain d. There needed not a New Creation then; 
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foretold, becauſe the Subſtance will remain as be- = 
fore. He adds, this New Creation, muſt be Eter= | 

nal, altbo Material, and as Material, to be meaſur d. 
by Time, Eternal Time: A fine Parcel of Abſurdities to- 
gether, I anſwer, ſince GOD has not told us 
how long theſe New Heavens and New Earth 
ſhall laſt, and whether or no they ſhall be ſubject. 
to any farther Revolutions, tis beſt and fafeſt for us 
to ſupend our Judgments, doing which we avoid. 
ſuch Abſurdities as thoſè mention d, or any other 
that can be added. But let this Hypotheſis be once. 

prov'd an Error, that is, let it be fairly made ap- N 


pear that tis not here laid down by St. Peter, and 
I'll readily quit it: And till then, Sir Richard may - - 
debate with whom he pleaſes about the Errour, whe- 
ther it be worſe than Mabumetan, or worſe than 
the Millenarian. For tis to no purpoſe to compare 
that with Errors of any ſort, which for what yet 
appears may be a great and a ſolid Truth. 7 
Poor Criſpine comes in again, p. 70. for finding Pag. 7. 
fault with that ſaying of Marion, That the Goſpel i: 
* fo ſpoil'd, as that we muſt have it quite new. He 
' fays, it is plain, a thing may be renew d, and yet con- 
tinue the ſame ; the Ruſt or Filth, or whatever defiles. | 
it, being taken off from it. Now for my part I ſhould. © } 
be ſorry to plead either for Ruſt or Filth, and yet. 
think my ſelf bound to ſtand up for the Old Go- . 
ſpel, and cannot be for one quite new. As for 
them that have had a hand in corrupting the Good 
01d Goſpel, by handling it deceitfully, (and it is no 
difficult matter to guels who he means,) Let them 
ſay I, that are Guilty, anſwer for themſelves : The Fe 
| ſhall no more have me forin Advocate, than thoſe 
Perſons ſhall have me for a Companion, who un- 
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12. Sir R. Bulkdley's Remarks o 


Goſpel, becauſe being ſatisfy d that Infpiration for 
the General Uſe of the Church, ceas d with the Apo- 
ſtles, I ſee not any Ground to hope for a New One 
by Inſpiration: And I have no Proſpect that an 
un- inſpir d Goſpel would do us any ſervice. I think 
the Anathema at the End of the Book of Revelation 
-ought to diſcourage any Pretence or Attempt to re- 
vive Inſpiration. And I cannot ſee but that the Þþ 
1 Argument I urg d is firm and ſtrong, which is 
1 5 this: That if it be dangerous to add to that particular 
4 Propbecy, it muſt he much more ſo to add to that Canon 
which our Lord has declar d to be finiſhd. Here 
Fg. 71. Sir Richard asks me, Whether our Lord has declar d it 
f I»ſpiration? I anſwer; I take the Book of the 
Revelation to be che finiſhing the Canon of Scri- 


: : 1 5 | 
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=  prure, and that by Inſpiration. m very ſenſible / 
= hat. it was ſome time before that Book was gene- | 
” _. rally own'd to be a Part of the Canon, and yet 
} * © conceive if it was Divinely Inſpir'd it was defign'd 4 


to be a Part of the Canon, nay really was a part of 
it from the firſt. And if at the End of it, it is inti- 
matedthat the Canon is finiſh'd,then is it dangerous 
to make an Addition. And if the Bead-roll which it 
0 threatn'd will be collected out of my Elaborate Work, 

de but of ſuch Aſertions, I don't think I ſhall labour 

3 under any very formidable Apprehenſions. 

b I.: a” ſhrew'd Obſervation be makes indeed in the 
very fame Page, That God was true to bis Word in 
the Days of Noah. Without all doubt, he will be 
ſo in every Age: But the Queſtion is, Whether 
they that would willingly paſs for Prophets in our 

” times, have a like Miſſion with Noab, and that be 
ttruly rhe Werd of God which they bring. Let that MET 
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Conſider 


| Caveat againſt New Prophets 


he may call thoſe who refuſe to Credit it Scoffers, 


if he pleaſes, but they are evidently on the ſafeſt 


fide. 


In the next Page, having turn d what I had ſaid Pag.1% | | 


about the Prophet Joel and St. Peter, at his pleaſure, 
he exerciſes his Wit, in ſaying, That Foels expla- 
ining St. Peter muſt be by an extraordinary Preſci- 
ence without doubt, for he liv'd ſeveral Hundred Years 
before St. Peter ſpoke the Words referfd to, But the 


worſt of it is there appears no occaſion for this 


piece of Wit, if a Man conſiders but my Words. 
I explain'd Joel's Prophecy from St. Peter, and not 
St. Peter from Foel. And yet if St. Peter's laſt Days, 


were the laſt Days of Feraſalem and the Jewiſh 


State, it muſt certainly be too hafty- in theſe Gen 


tlemen, as ſoon as ever they hear the laſt Days men. 
tion'd, to fancy their own times are particularly 


referr'd to. Tis true, the ſame Apoſtle does ſay, 


| that in the laſt days there ſhould come ſcoffers, 2 Pet. 3. 
3: And there have been but too many ſuch in eve- 


ry Age, ſince the laſt Days commenc d. However, 


had this Gentleman turn d to his Greek Teſtament, 
he'd have found a difference in the two Expreſſi- 
ons. In Ad, 2. 17, tis &% rar ime nuigue : But in 


d. 1 3 
— ___—_ —— 


— —— ä K— 
be once prov d, and I ſhan t offer to Queſtion whe- 
ther or no GOD will be true to it: But till then, 


__ 
V. * 


2 Pet. 3. 3, tis in ix 761 ile. In one tis pro» 


to ariſe: And I doubt when this Pretended Diſpen- 
ſation, is prov d a Miſtake by the Event, it will ha- 
ſten their Coming, and cauſe that Generation of 
Men ftrangely to increaſe and multiply. 

. .. He fays I am Inclinable to a ſort of Apoci 
.- Millennium, one of my own Invention. But Lin 
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perly in the laſt Days; and in the other, in one of 
| the laſt of the Days. So that in one of the laſt of 
the laſt Days, even in the cloſe of Time, Scoffers are 
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that have had their Fancies worki: 


have 
know, that. would be_one of. the laft F ſhould 
chooſe for the Employment of my Invention. 
I do indeed (and I have long been of that Mind). 
think it moſt probable from Seripture, that the 
Church of CHRIST. will before the End of 
Time, be in a much more flouriſhing State than 
ever hitherto ; That the Body of the remaining 


. 24 king that: wa I 
Se drawn ſuch Odd Schemes, = 
0 


wofully baffled, that of all the Subjects I 


- 


Fews will be: fignally Converted, and. the Goſpel 


univer fally Þ ubliſh'd : But as for Time, and Me- 


thod, and Means, and Manner, I leave them to 
GO D, without pretending to give ſcope. to In- 


vention; and I believe it will in the Iſſue appear 


That Others might as well have done fo too. 1 


want not to get over the obvious Query he mentions, 
wit. How the Millennium muſt begin before that Gene- 


ration paſſes away? In this Caſe he offers me a lit- 
tle Help of the Critick, by telling me the Signifi- 


— 


cation of the word rere. This is kind, I confeſs; 
at leaſt it has tllat appearance: But he might have 


ſtaid till I had been down, before he had been ſo 
officious to help me up. I am under no Difficul- 
ty as to the Paſſage of our Saviour in Mat. 24. 


as he apply'd it; But my Query is, Upon what 


Grounds do theſe. New Prophets; apply the ſame 
Paſfage to our Times? I am not to ſeek what our 
Saviour meant when he ſaid, This Generation ſhall - 


nat paſs, till all theſe things be fulfilled ; but I want 


Evidence that the Aillennium, eſpecially ſuch a 


Millennium as theſe Gentlemen have inven- 
ted, is to commence before this Generation paſſes 
away? And it had been time enough to. have 


. talkd of untying the Gordian Knot, when that had  - 
deen produced. That Wauld have been doing 
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"Caveat againſt New Prop 
Buſineſs, and might have prevented his fear of nauſeating the 
| Reader with his Reflections on this Author of rhe Caveat. - 


- At laſt Tm charg'd with 4 Crime, which he ſays, others Ibid: 


may put a Name to. I'II fairly State the Caſe, and then let 
any Man judge between Plantiff and Defendant, on which: 
ſide rhe Crime lies, and what ame to give it. I in my Caveat 
gave the Words of a Paper that was deliver'd by one that 
would willingly paſs for a Prophet, to a near Relation; 


which Paper was declar'd to be drawn up by immediate In- 


fpiration, Importing a T hreatning of Judgment upon per- 
ſtſting in joking his Meflage”; bait giving Kilt we Das to 
determine on one ſide or the other, after which GOD was 
to viſit with Mercy or Judgment, as the Perſon ſhould chuſe. 
I added theſe Words: The this is above 5 Manths ago, there 
11 mo Judgment yet appears. The Perſons concern'd are Living, and 
Signal Monuments of the Goodneſs of God. There is wo remarka= 
Ne Diſplay of the Divine Power, unleſs in 4 way of Conſolation. 
Now ſays the Gentleman, ſuppoſing that this was the State of 
this Perſon, when this Sermon was Preach d, yet if before the Print. 
ing f it the Caſe was greatly alter d, and ſuch a Fiſtation or Diſ- © 
> play of the Divine Power appear d, as that the Perſon's own M 
aid own to be .a Judgment of GOD, and which ftill continues, 
and rather encreaſes than aſſwages ; and that of thu inflitim thi 
Author was not ignorant: Can thoſe Words of his, be the Words ef 
' Truth or Soberneſs, or becoming the Meſſenger of Truth to affirm z 
upon. Pretence that there was nothing of it befallen when the Sermon 
was Preach'd, tho there was long before it came out in Print? This 
ſays he, i matter of Fact, tho 1 have ſpar d Names out of Re- 
fpeF. To which I ſhall only ſay this, that tho' between the 
Preaching and Printing my Sermon the Party concern'd had 
a Fall, yet I neither did nor do conceive the Caſe thereby 
greatly alter d. That there was a Fall it's true I knew, being 
lent to, for my Prayers on that Occaſion, and at the ſame 
time deſir'd to Bleſs G OD that it was no worſe ; but I neither 
could ſee any reaſon to ſuppole that Fall to be a Judgment, 
nor did I know that the Perſon's own Mouth own'd it to be a Judg- 
ment, nor could I hear, tho' I inquir'd, that he who deliver d 
the Paper, did repreſent it to the Party concern'd as the Judg- 
ment that was threaten d. On the contrary I underſtood 
hat the Party cpncern'd was as little fatisfied with theſe 
Prophets as ever, and had ſtill Remarkable Conſolation, and it 
(was upon that Account I mention'd it. But Sir Richards 
Feat Aſſurance about this matter, has led me to make yet a 
arther Enquiry; and now I can Certify all whom it may 
zoncern, that the Party never did own the Fall to be a Judg- 
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OD, and. that it does; nor. ſtill continue; or. i He's. 4 
— of or oh Cons ny 
2 2 od o g in wit tion pre nor 2 
7 or the Ju xents threaten d. This I dehver;for marrer: 7] 
7 n ſufficient Authority: And am afraid that this 
K 8 different reſentation of the matter, will with 
ome People weaken the Credit of his other 5 which 
r. FP AIRS 8 {] 
. er 2 tells me; t I cannot a it is mot Py or 
270 4 een tobe of GOD. Whberess I conceive I yy 
prov'd it impoſſible for GOD to have any Hand in it, without . * 
| — himſelf, and ſlurring his own Perfections. if 
there be one dale Mark of the — of GOD in it, he tells 
me that 7 am guru le the there be. an hundred dubious net. On 
the. Contrary I have ſhew'd in my Caveat, p. 32, 33. Thar: 
one ſolid Objeftion againſt the Inſpiration of any. Perſons, ._ 1 
_ to outweigh ever ſo many plauſible Peas in favour. of 
it: And whether I have not d more chan One ſuch 
Oi Eben, let che Reader Judge. ä 
He Promiſes 4 Continuation of hes Examen of my Poſition and 
Exc very Speedily: Which I ſhall be ready to Receive 
Et And the.lefs. of Heat there is in it, and the . 
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more of Argument, it will be not e Com the more becoming «| 
Gentleman, dur che more likely to . 1 am, 8 
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